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Abstract 

This research paper delves into the profound impact of the French Revolution on the poetry of William 

Wordsworth, one of the most eminent Romantic English poets. Through an analysis of Wordsworth's 

life, works, and ideological evolution, this paper explores the intersection of revolutionary fervor and 

poetic expression during a tumultuous period in European history. Drawing on primary sources and 

literary analysis, the paper investigates Wordsworth's initial enthusiasm for the Revolution, his 

subsequent disillusionment, and the enduring legacy of his poetic response to the transformative 

events of his time. 
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*************************************************************************************************  

Introduction: 

William Wordsworth, widely regarded as one of the greatest English poets of the Romantic era, 

occupies a prominent place in literary history for his profound exploration of nature, spirituality, and 

the human experience. Central to Wordsworth's poetic vision is his engagement with the French 

Revolution, a pivotal period that profoundly influenced his ideological and emotional landscape. This 

paper aims to investigate the complex relationship between Wordsworth and the French Revolution, 

tracing his evolution from enthusiastic supporter to critical observer, and examining the ways in which 

revolutionary ideals shaped his poetic sensibilities. William Wordsworth is a poet of nature above all. 

He received his education and learnt in the lap of nature. Wordsworth discovered the inner soul of 

nature in his poems and to make it a better teacher than moral philosopher of the present and past. 
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Most of the poems written by the poet fall within the category of poets of nature and a lot of his poems 

express a sense of humanity and love with mankind and nature. Wordsworth revealed the inherent 

mystery in the common objects of nature and human life   The most remarkable thing about the poet 

is that his poetry is a guide book for understanding comprehensively the unbroken relationship 

between human life and nature, without which life to Wordsworth was no life.He was the passionate 

lover of nature. He minutely observed nature in all her aspects, and expressed in poetry the emotional 

reactions to her beauty and magic. He was one of the romantic poets who discovered a new wonder in 

nature. Wordsworth found peace, joy and all pervading divinity in nature. 

 

 

Influence of the French Revolution on Romantic Poetry: 

The French Revolution, a watershed moment in European history, exerted a profound influence 

on the cultural and intellectual landscape of the late 18th and early 19th centuries. As the Revolution 

unfolded, it inspired a wave of optimism and idealism among writers, poets, and thinkers across 

Europe. In the realm of literature, the principles of liberty, equality, and fraternity espoused by the 

Revolution found resonance in the works of Romantic poets, who celebrated the spirit of rebellion and 

the quest for social justice. 

 

William Wordsworth's Response to the French Revolution: 

Wordsworth's poetic journey during the era of the French Revolution reflects the broader 

cultural and ideological currents of his time. Initially captivated by the revolutionary ideals of liberty 

and equality, Wordsworth's early works resonate with enthusiasm for the revolutionary cause. His 

poetry celebrates the spirit of rebellion and the quest for social justice, drawing inspiration from the 

revolutionary fervor sweeping across Europe. 

 

However, as the Revolution descended into violence and chaos, Wordsworth's optimism gave 

way to disillusionment. The atrocities of the Terror and the ascent of Napoleon shattered his faith in 

the revolutionary project, prompting a reevaluation of his ideological stance. Wordsworth grappled 

with conflicting loyalties – his patriotic allegiance to Britain and his humanitarian commitment to the 

principles of the Revolution – in his autobiographical poetry. 
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Evolution of Wordsworth's Poetic Vision: 

Through his autobiographical works, particularly "The Prelude," Wordsworth reflects on his 

personal journey amidst the tumultuous backdrop of the French Revolution. He explores the 

complexities of his evolving beliefs and the emotional turmoil of witnessing the Revolution's descent 

into tyranny. Wordsworth's introspective poetry serves as a testament to the profound impact of 

historical events on individual consciousness and moral convictions. 

Wordsworth sees the sights and to breathe in the atmosphere of revolutionary zeal. He visits 

the National Assembly and sees - 

"-------------the Revolutionary Power Toss like a ship at anchor, rockéd by storms."*-coasted 

round and round the line Of Tavern, Brothel, Gaming - house, and shop,  

Great rendezvous of worst and best, the walk Of all who had a purpose, or had not;I stared and 

listened, with a stranger's ears, To Hawkers and Haranguers, hubbub wild! And hissing Factionists 

with ardent eyes, In Knots, or pairs, or single." 

Conclusion: 

William Wordsworth's engagement with the French Revolution epitomizes the tensions and 

contradictions inherent in the Romantic era. His poetic evolution from fervent supporter to 

disillusioned critic reflects the broader trajectory of Romanticism, which grappled with the promises 

and pitfalls of revolutionary ideals. Through his autobiographical poetry, Wordsworth navigates the 

complexities of loyalty, idealism, and disillusionment, offering profound insights into the human 

condition amidst the upheavals of history. As we revisit Wordsworth's works, we are reminded of the 

enduring relevance of his poetic vision and his enduring legacy as one of the greatest poets of the 

English Romantic tradition. 
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