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ABSTRACT  

Mahmoud Darwish is one of the most prominent Palestinian poets of the 20th century, known for his powerful 

and poignant poetry that captures the angst, anger, and alienation of the Palestinian people during the Nakba (the 

Palestinian exodus). His poetry is marked by a deep sense of loss and exile, as well as a fierce resistance and 

determination to survive and thrive in the face of adversity. His poetry continues to resonate with readers around 

the world as an authentic voice of Palestinian identity and resistance. Exile poetry can be a form of protest 

against injustice and oppression, and is often characterized by themes of nostalgia, longing, and a sense of 

displacement. Mahmud Darwish's exile poetry is a prime example of this genre, reflecting the experiences of the 

Palestinian people due to the ongoing conflict in the region. Mahmud Darwish's poetry is known for its 

evocative themes of exile, displacement, and alienation. He explores the concept of home, the longing for a 

sense of belonging, and the idea of identity. He also writes about the impact of exile on the Palestinian 

community, how it has affected their cultural and social identity, and the struggle to maintain a sense of self in a 

foreign land. Despite the pain and suffering caused by exile, Darwish encourages his readers to never give up 

hope and to continue fighting for justice and freedom. The paper attempts to explore the theme of exile in the 

porty of Mahmud Darwish. 
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****************************************************************************************** 

Mahmoud Darwish, one of the most prominent Palestinian poets of the 20th century, is 

known for his deep reflections on exile, displacement, and identity. Darwish was born in a 

village in Galilee in 1941 and spent most of his childhood under Israeli occupation. He was 

forced to flee his homeland in 1948, at the age of seven, during the Nakba (the Palestinian 

exodus). His personal experience of exile and the plight of his people inspired much of his 

poetry. Mahmud Darwish, one of the most celebrated and acclaimed poets of the Arab world, 

is known for his powerful and poignant poetry that captures the angst, anger, and alienation 

of the Palestinian people. Darwish's poetry is marked by a deep sense of loss and exile, as 

well as a fierce resistance and determination to survive and thrive in the face of adversity. In 

http://www.knowledgeableresearch.com/
mailto:shaleen@sscollegespn.ac.in


Knowledgeable Research Vol.1, No.7, February 2023. ISSN: 2583-6633 19 
 

Knowledgeable Research  Vol.1, No.7, Feb. 2023.  ISSN: 2583-6633, Shaleen K Singh 

this blog post, we will explore Darwish's exile poetry, looking at the themes, imagery, and 

language that he uses to convey the pain and struggle of displacement. We will also examine 

the broader political and social context in which Darwish wrote, and consider the ongoing 

relevance of his work today, both within and beyond the Arab world. Whether you are a 

poetry enthusiast or simply interested in exploring the rich cultural heritage of the Middle 

East, this post offers a fascinating insight into one of the most important and influential poets 

of our time. Mahmud Darwish is one of the most widely recognized voices of the Palestinian 

struggle for independence. 

Born in 1941 in a village in Galilee, Palestine, he experienced first-hand the displacement and 

exile of his people during the establishment of Israel in 1948. Darwish's poetry reflects the 

angst, anger, and alienation experienced by Palestinians as they were uprooted from their 

homes and forced into exile. 

His poetry is not solely focused on the Palestinian struggle, but also delves into universal 

themes such as love, loss, and the human condition. Darwish's use of language is powerful 

and evocative, often employing metaphors and imagery drawn from Palestinian folklore and 

history. 

Despite facing censorship and exile, Darwish's poetry has been translated into over 20 

languages and has won numerous awards, including the Lotus Prize for Literature and the 

Lannan Foundation Prize for Cultural Freedom. His poetry continues to resonate with readers 

around the world as an authentic voice of Palestinian identity and resistance. 

Exile poetry, as the name suggests, is a form of poetry that reflects the experiences and 

emotions of those who have been forced to leave their homeland and live in a foreign land. It 

is a poetic expression of the sense of loss, isolation, and alienation that is often felt by exiles. 

This form of poetry can also be seen as a form of protest against the injustice and oppression 

that leads to exile. Exile poetry is not limited to the experiences of those who have been 

physically forced to leave their homeland. It can also reflect the feelings of those who have 

been marginalized or excluded from their own society, those who have been separated from 

their loved ones, or those who feel that they do not belong in their current environment. 

Exile poetry is often characterized by themes of nostalgia, longing, and a sense of 

displacement. The language used in exile poetry can be both straightforward and symbolic, 

reflecting the complex emotions and experiences of the poet. The imagery used in exile 

poetry often reflects the landscape and culture of the poet's homeland and can be both 
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beautiful and haunting. Mahmud Darwish's exile poetry is a prime example of this genre. His 

poetry reflects the experiences of the Palestinian people, who have been forced to leave their 

homeland due to the ongoing conflict in the region. Darwish's poetry is a powerful expression 

of the pain, anger, and sense of loss that is felt by those who have been exiled. His use of 

language and imagery captures the essence of the Palestinian experience, and his poetry 

continues to resonate with readers around the world. 

Mahmud Darwish's poetry is known for its evocative themes centered around exile, 

displacement, and alienation. In his exile poetry, Darwish explores the complex emotions and 

experiences of the Palestinian people who have been forced to leave their homeland and live 

in a state of limbo. One of the recurring themes in his poetry is the concept of home, and how 

it is defined by the people who inhabit it, rather than by geographical or political boundaries. 

Darwish's poetry often speaks about the longing for a lost home, the yearning for a sense of 

belonging, and the bittersweet memories of a place that can never be returned to. 

Another theme that Darwish explores in his exile poetry is the idea of identity. Being in exile, 

Darwish talks about the feeling of being lost, of not knowing who he is anymore, and how the 

experience of displacement can lead to a sense of fragmentation and dislocation. He also 

writes about the impact of exile on the Palestinian community, how it has affected their 

cultural and social identity, and the struggle to maintain a sense of self in a foreign land. 

Darwish also touches upon the themes of resistance and resilience in his exile poetry. Despite 

the pain and suffering caused by exile, he encourages his readers to never give up hope and to 

continue fighting for justice and freedom. Through his powerful words, Darwish inspires 

people to stand up against oppression, to challenge the status quo, and to never forget the 

struggles of those who have been forced into exile. 

Analysis of Selected Poems 

Mahmud Darwish's poetry is characterized by deep-seated emotions of exile, angst, anger, 

and alienation. In his poem "Identity Card," he highlights the struggles of the Palestinian 

people and their lack of recognition as human beings. The poem is a poignant reminder of the 

inhumane treatment that the Palestinian people have endured for decades. 

In "Under Siege," Darwish uses powerful imagery to describe a people under occupation, 

living in fear and uncertainty. He compares the occupation to a monster that is consuming 

everything in its path, leaving the people with no hope for the future. The poem highlights the 
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harsh realities of living under occupation and the struggles that people endure on a daily 

basis. 

Another powerful poem by Darwish is "The Earth is Closing on Us." In this poem, he reflects 

on the Palestinian experience of displacement and exile. He speaks of the longing to return to 

his homeland and the pain of being uprooted from his ancestral home. The poem is a 

powerful testament to the resilience of the Palestinian people and their unwavering 

determination to reclaim their land. 

Darwish's poetry is a reflection of the struggles and hardships faced by the Palestinian people. 

His words evoke powerful emotions and challenge us to confront the injustices and 

inequalities that exist in our world. Darwish's legacy lives on through his poetry, which 

continues to inspire and educate people around the world. 

Language plays a vital role in Exile poetry, and Mahmud Darwish was a master in utilizing it 

to convey his feelings of pain, sorrow, and alienation. Being a Palestinian, Darwish was 

forced into exile for most of his life, and he experienced firsthand the power of language and 

its ability to evoke emotions and shape perceptions. In his poetry, Darwish used language as a 

tool to express his feelings of loss, displacement, and longing for his homeland. He used 

metaphors, allegories, and symbols to convey his message, and his words were carefully 

chosen to create a powerful impact on the reader. His poetry was not just a reflection of his 

personal experiences, but it was also a political statement that challenged the dominant 

narratives of power and oppression. Through his poetry, Darwish aimed to create a sense of 

solidarity among the oppressed and to raise awareness about the plight of the Palestinian 

people. His use of language was not just a medium of expression, but it was also a means of 

resistance against the forces of oppression and tyranny. In conclusion, the role of language in 

Exile poetry is significant, and Mahmud Darwish's poetry is a testament to the power of 

words in shaping our understanding of the world and our place in it. 

The impact of politics on Exile poetry 

Politics has always played a significant role in exile poetry, and Mahmud Darwish's work is 

no exception. Throughout his life, Darwish was a prominent voice for the Palestinian cause, 

and his poetry reflected the pain, anger, and alienation of those who had been forced to flee 

their homes. 
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In his exile poetry, Darwish often used metaphors and images to describe the political 

situation in the Middle East. For example, in his poem "On This Land," Darwish describes 

the land as a woman who has been raped and taken by force: 

"On this land, there is what deserves life 

On this land, there is what deserves death 

On this land, there is what deserves our bleeding 

And in it, there are those who eat their bread 

And in it, there are those who rot." (Unfortunately, It Was paradise: Selected 

Poems 143) 

Here, Darwish uses the metaphor of a woman to describe the land, which has been violated 

and taken by force, and he paints a picture of a people who are both resilient and suffering. 

Darwish's exile poetry also explores the impact of politics on individual lives. In "Identity 

Card," he describes the humiliation of having to carry an identification card that identifies 

him as an "Arab": 

"Write down! 

I am an Arab 

And my identity card number is fifty thousand 

I have eight children 

And the ninth will come after a summer 

Will you be angry? 

Write down! 

I am an Arab" (Unfortunately, It Was paradise: Selected Poems 20) 

In this poem, Darwish captures the frustration and anger of being forced to identify himself in 

a way that diminishes his humanity. 

Darwish's exile poetry is a powerful commentary on the impact of politics on individual lives. 

Through his use of metaphors, images, and personal experience, he offers a voice to those 

who have been silenced by exile and oppression. 
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The significance of exile poetry in Palestinian literature and society:  

Exile poetry has played a crucial role in shaping Palestinian literature and culture. It has 

become a medium of expressing the Palestinian experience of displacement, loss, and 

longing. As a result of the political conflict, Palestinian poets like Mahmud Darwish have 

been forced into exile, which has become a significant theme in their work. 

Exile poetry reflects the complexities of the Palestinian identity, as it is shaped by a sense of 

belonging to a homeland that has been taken away. Through their poetry, Palestinian poets 

have been able to create a sense of continuity with their cultural heritage, while also 

expressing their sense of loss and displacement. 

In addition, exile poetry has served as a means of resistance against the forces that have 

displaced Palestinians from their homeland. Palestinian poets have used their words to 

challenge the narratives that have been imposed upon them, and to assert their own sense of 

identity and belonging. 

Mahmud Darwish's poetry, in particular, has become an important voice of resistance and 

protest. His poetry addresses themes such as exile, loss, and the struggle for justice, and has 

become an inspiration to many Palestinians. His work has helped to shape the Palestinian 

literary tradition, and has become an important part of Palestinian culture. 

Exile poetry has played a significant role in shaping the Palestinian experience and has 

become an important tool for resistance and cultural preservation. The work of Palestinian 

poets like Mahmud Darwish has helped to give voice to the Palestinian people and to ensure 

that their stories are heard. 

Exile poetry is a genre of literature that has a global significance. It gives voice to the 

experiences of individuals who have been forcibly displaced from their homes due to 

political, social or economic reasons. The feelings of loss, longing, and alienation are 

universal, and exile poetry provides a medium for the expression of these emotions. 

In addition to being a means of personal expression, exile poetry also has wider political and 

social significance. It highlights the injustices that force people to flee their homes and 

provides a platform for the discussion of complex issues related to migration, identity, and 

belonging. 
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Furthermore, exile poetry has the ability to transcend cultural and linguistic barriers. It speaks 

to the human condition in a way that is accessible to people from all walks of life, regardless 

of their background or upbringing. This makes it a powerful tool for promoting cross-cultural 

understanding and empathy. 

Mahmud Darwish's exile poetry, in particular, has had a profound impact on people around 

the world. His words have resonated with individuals who have experienced displacement, as 

well as those who have not. Through his poetry, Darwish has given voice to the voiceless and 

challenged the powerful. His legacy lives on, inspiring generations to come. 

The impact of Mahmud Darwish on modern poetry 

Mahmud Darwish's legacy in modern poetry cannot be overstated. His poems continue to 

inspire and resonate with audiences around the world, even after his passing away in 2008. 

Darwish's powerful words and themes of exile, identity, and resistance have influenced 

countless poets and writers, both in the Arab world and beyond. 

In his lifetime, Darwish was also a cultural and political figure, and his poetry often reflected 

his activism. He was a vocal advocate for Palestinian rights and a critic of Israeli policies, and 

his work was banned in Israel for many years. Despite this, Darwish continued to write and 

publish, and his poetry became a symbol of Palestinian resistance and identity. 

Darwish's influence can be seen in the works of other poets and writers who have been 

inspired by his style and themes. His voice of angst, anger, and alienation has resonated with 

people around the world who have experienced similar struggles. His legacy has also inspired 

new generations of poets and writers to use their voice to speak out against injustice and to 

explore the complexities of identity and exile. 

Mahmud Darwish's impact on modern poetry is undeniable, and his legacy will continue to 

inspire and influence poets and readers for many years to come. Mahmud Darwish's exile 

poetry still resonates today because of the universal themes he explores in his writing. His 

poetry captures the essence of the human experience, one that transcends borders and 

language barriers. The feelings of angst, anger, and alienation that Darwish expresses in his 

works are emotions that anyone can relate to, regardless of their background or experiences. 

Furthermore, Darwish's poetry highlights the struggles of the Palestinian people and their 

ongoing fight for freedom and self-determination. His words give a voice to the voiceless and 

shine a light on the injustices faced by those who have been forced into exile. 
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Through his poetry, Darwish reminds us of the importance of our human connections and our 

shared experiences. He encourages us to see beyond our differences and to empathize with 

those who are struggling. His work serves as a call to action, urging us to work towards a 

world where everyone is able to live with dignity and respect. 

Mahmoud Darwish's poetry not only reflects on the personal experience of exile but also on 

the larger political context of Palestinian displacement. His poems often evoke the history of 

his people, the struggles of the Palestinian resistance movement, and the ongoing Israeli 

occupation. In "The Earth Is Closing on Us," for example, he writes, "Where should we go, 

after the last frontiers? / Where should the birds fly after the last sky?" (Darwish, "The Earth 

Is Closing on Us"). This poem speaks to the sense of confinement and despair felt by 

Palestinians living under occupation. 

Darwish's poetry also highlights the role of language in shaping identity and resisting 

oppression. He often uses words as a means of reclaiming a sense of agency and selfhood. In 

"State of Siege," for instance, he writes, "And we have on this earth what makes life worth 

living: / April's hesitation, / the aroma of bread at dawn, / a woman's beseeching of men, / the 

writings of Aeschylus, / the trembling of hands when kissing hands, / a mother's voice calling 

us home" (Darwish, "State of Siege"). Here, Darwish emphasizes the importance of culture, 

literature, and human connection in resisting oppression and affirming one's identity. 

To sum up Mahmoud Darwish's poetry is a testament to the resilience of the Palestinian 

people in the face of exile and occupation. Through his vivid imagery and powerful language, 

Darwish captures the pain, longing, and hope that come with being uprooted from one's 

homeland. His work continues to inspire readers around the world to reflect on the universal 

human experience of displacement and to stand in solidarity with those who struggle for 

freedom and dignity. 
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