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Abstract:

Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si addresses the socio-economic implications of environmental degradation
and advocates for transformative action to address the interconnected crises of climate change, biodiversity
loss, and social injustice. This abstract presents a synthesis of the encyclical’s key themes and proposes a
manifesto of action inspired by its call to care for our common home. This work underscores the intrinsic link
between social and ecological concerns, highlighting how environmental degradation disproportionately
impacts the poor and marginalized. The encyclical critiques the dominant paradigm of consumerism and
unlimited growth, which prioritizes profit over people and perpetuates patterns of exploitation and inequality.
Pope Francis calls for a radical shift in values and priorities, advocating for an integral ecology that recognizes
the interdependence of all living beings and promotes the common good. Often regarded as a manifesto of
action, Laudato Si proposes concrete steps to address the root causes of environmental degradation and social
injustice. It calls for the implementation of policies that promote ecological integrity, equitable distribution of
resources, and inclusive decision-making processes. It urges businesses to adopt sustainable practices and
prioritize the well-being of workers and communities over short-term profits. It calls on individuals to reduce
their ecological footprint, support sustainable alternatives, and advocate for systemic change.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The encyclical Laudato Si implies that we are accountable for our actions and have an obligation to
consider the well-being of others, including the responsibility to show regard for both others and the
natural environment. It can be suggested that our accountability extends to society as a whole.
Therefore, as it turns out, collaborative operations play a significant role in bringing about change.
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Talking about the global economy, it is imperative to say that the operations of multinational
companies are in line with the interests and needs of society as a whole in modern times. It means that
businesses should not solely focus on profits, but also consider the impact of their actions on the
environment, communities, and other stakeholders. This includes being transparent, ethical, and
accountable for their actions, as well as actively engaging in initiatives to address social and
environmental issues. Further, the social responsibility of such organisations involves taking into
account the broader implications of business decisions and working towards a sustainable and
equitable future for all. Moreover, the encyclical has prompted a reevaluation of ethical business
conduct. Corporations are increasingly recognizing the importance of social responsibility, not only
for the environment but also for the well-being of communities and society at large. Concepts like
corporate social responsibility (CSR) have gained traction, emphasizing the need for businesses to
contribute positively to the communities in which they operate.

The collaboration among all parties involved contributes to the well-being of both humans and the
environment. Thriving according to the initial reward bestowed by God in everything. The initial point
is acknowledging the inherent worth and respect for every individual. As argued by Pope Francis in
Laudato Si, human beings cannot be detached from the necessity of showing respect towards them.
The value of all other living beings and everything that exists. natural environment and the social
fabric of humanity. According to the encyclical, this irresponsible behaviour includes the
overconsumption of resources, pollution, and the disregard for the well-being of future generations. In
addition, Laudato Si emphasizes the interconnectedness of environmental issues and social injustices,
highlighting the fact that the poor and marginalized are disproportionately affected by environmental
degradation. Alexandre Martins in his article “Laudato Si: Integral Ecology and Preferential Option
for the Poor” reiterates “Francis shows the intimate relationship between ecological concerns and the
socio-economic issues responsible for exploitation and poverty” (epublications.com). The document
calls for a holistic approach to addressing these challenges and emphasizes the importance of dialogue,
education, and individual responsibility in working towards a sustainable future.

Laudato Si as a Manifesto of Action

Dialogue is a key part of this document in particular, and Francis’s pontificate more broadly. He
dialogues with theologians, philosophers, scientists, national and continental episcopal conferences,
governments and all those who want and can contribute to care for our common home. He wants broad
participation. This must include the active and important voice of the poor. Their voices are discreet
in Francis’s texts. (Martins epublications.com)

Laudato Si, issued by Pope Francis in 2015, represents a pivotal document in modern society's
environmental and social responsibility discourse. The encyclical delves into the intricate relationship
between human beings and the environment, urging a profound sense of interconnectedness and a
shared responsibility for the well-being of both people and the planet.
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The impact of Laudato Si is notable in various aspects of contemporary life. Firstly, it has sparked
widespread discussions on sustainable practices, encouraging individuals and businesses to reconsider
their impact on the environment. This has led to a growing emphasis on eco-friendly initiatives,
responsible resource management, and a commitment to reducing carbon footprints. Laudato Si has
also influenced policymakers, contributing to the development of environmental policies and
regulations. The encyclical’s call for global cooperation to address ecological challenges has resonated
in international forums, influencing discussions on climate change, biodiversity conservation, and
sustainable development goals. One of the key issues of Laudato Si is recognising the intrinsic
connection between human beings and the natural world. The Pope emphasizes the importance of
understanding that we are not separate from nature, but rather part of a complex and interconnected
web of life. In the encyclical, Pope Francis writes, “Human life is grounded in three fundamental and
closely intertwined relationships: with God, with our neighbour, and with the earth itself.” (139) This
tripartite relationship forms the basis for the Pope’s call to action to protect and preserve our common
home, the Earth.

Socio-economic Implications

On a broader societal level, Laudato Si has inspired a broader awareness of the ethical implications of
daily choices. People are increasingly considering the environmental and social consequences of their
actions, from consumption patterns to lifestyle choices. This heightened awareness is fostering a
cultural shift toward more sustainable and responsible living. They are made with the explicit intention
to generate a positive social or environmental impact, alongside financial stability. There is a deliberate
effort to assess and track the social or environmental outcomes that result from the investment. There
is an aim to contribute to long-term solutions rather than providing short-term fixes. Main qualities or
attributes that are important and distinct for something or someone.

Further various corporate strategies include an inherent consideration for social or environmental
impact. Pope Francis further asserts that solidarity is essential. The statement suggests that addressing
human costs is a moral responsibility and an economic necessity. This implies that neglecting the well-
being and suffering of people can have negative consequences both ethically and financially. The
human impact is always present when there are economic costs and dysfunctions. Pope Francis
consistently cautions against an exclusive focus solely on achieving goals and outcomes, disregarding
humanistic values and principles. It emphasizes the caution of relying too much on a strictly technical
and scientific approach, neglecting the importance of broader perspectives. for the potential negative
consequences or impact on society or individuals. For the negative effects it could have on people,
Pope Francis criticizes it (109). For instance, this text emphasizes the moral obligation of solidarity.
It states that solidarity is a primary requirement, indicating that only when individuals come together
and support each other can issues be effectively addressed. On the aspect of environmental
responsibility, economics and sustainability Cailley Colesigmon suggests,

If we move away from current theories advocating for unrestricted consumption and production,
economic models and systems can be used to better the environment. Through the application of
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externalities, sustainability incentives, and redistributive taxes, we can avoid market failures and
increase equity in income and prosperity. Though economic approaches are not the only key to finding
a universally beneficial solution, they must be a big component of any attempt to balance sustainability
and production. (scu.edu)

The economic and social consequences of depleting shared environmental resources are significant.
The evaluation of (business) actions can only be done by other individuals or future generations.
‘Ethical’ as defined in Laudato Si could be described as morally upright or principled (Pope Francis
195). In an instrumental approach, solidarity is practised to the extent that it serves a purpose or
achieves a desired outcome. Prioritizing their own interests over the general welfare and distorting
facts to suit their agenda, people forget the spiritual connection with Mother Earth. Ultimately, Pope
Francis cautions us that there are no approaches that are solely focused on instrumental means because
they always carry moral implications.

The economic aspect of the social function of corporations can also be comprehended. Corporations
generate value by producing ‘shared goods’ that benefit society and individuals have both economic
and environmental benefits. The only way to accomplish this is by working together within a social
group, like a corporation. Goods and services available for purchase, the items and services provided
for customers, the merchandise and assistance provided for customers, and the commodities and
amenities offered for sale. Relationships between the people connected to the corporation as a whole
are the fundamental aspect of its success. Ensuring the all-round growth and advancement of
individuals employed within the corporation. This indicates information sharing and decision-making.
This has evolved with advancements in technology and globalization suggesting that individuals have
a natural inclination or tendency to engage in cooperative activities that are beneficial for society. As
Boff rightly points out,

...the Encyclical observes the major issues of the international, national and local politics (nn.164-
181). It stresses the interdependence of social and educational aspects with the ecological and sadly
states the difficulties that bring the prevalence of technocracy, creating difficulties for the changes
needed to restrain the greed of accumulation and consumption, that can be re-opened (earthcharter.org)

Conclusion

Laudato Si by Pope Francis is a powerful call to action that has profound implications for the modern
world. By emphasizing the interconnectedness between human beings and nature, the encyclical offers
a new worldview that transcends traditional boundaries and calls for a more sustainable and just
society. In India, a country with a long history of reverence for the natural world, the principles of
Laudato Si can serve as a guiding light in addressing the environmental challenges facing the nation.
As a manifesto for change, Laudato Si challenges us to rethink our values and priorities, and to work
towards a more harmonious relationship with the Earth and all its inhabitants. Laudato Si’s impact on
modern society extends beyond religious circles, shaping conversations and actions related to
environmental stewardship and social responsibility. It has contributed to a broader understanding of
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the interconnectedness of all living beings and the importance of collective efforts to safeguard the
planet and promote the well-being of present and future generations.

Moreover, this manifesto recognizes the importance of solidarity and collaboration across diverse
sectors of society, including government, business, civil society, and faith communities. It calls for
the formation of partnerships and alliances to advance a common agenda for environmental and social
justice. It emphasizes the importance of listening to the voices of the most vulnerable and
marginalized, who are disproportionately affected by environmental degradation and who hold
valuable insights and solutions. In conclusion, "Laudato Si" offers a compelling vision for addressing
the socio-economic implications of environmental degradation and inspires a manifesto of action
grounded in principles of justice, solidarity, and stewardship. By heeding its call to care for our
common home, we can forge a path towards a more just, sustainable, and harmonious future for all.
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